Michael R. Taylor
Michael R. Taylor, J.D., was named Deputy Commissioner for Foods at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, on Jan. 13, 2010.  He is the first individual to hold the position, which was created along with a new Office of Foods in August 2009 to elevate the leadership and management FDA’s Foods Program.  Mr. Taylor is a nationally recognized food safety expert, having served in high-level positions at FDA and USDA, as a research professor in academia, and on several National Academy of Sciences expert committees.  
As Deputy Commissioner for Foods, Taylor will provide leadership and direction to all food programs in the Agency, including those managed by the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) and the Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM), and the foods-related programs of FDA’s inspection and compliance arm, the Office of Regulatory Affairs (ORA).  
Mr. Taylor returned to FDA in July 2009 as Senior Advisor to the Commissioner.  Before that, he served as Research Professor, School of Public Health and Health Services, The George Washington University.  His research agenda focused on policy, resource and institutional issues that affect the success of public health agencies in carrying out their prevention-related missions.  Mr. Taylor received his law degree from the University of Virginia and his B.A. degree in political science from Davidson College.  
